
A “The conventional wisdom that wood floors should
sit in the building for 10 days or so to ‘acclimate’
before installation may be a bit oversimplified,” says
Howard Brickman of Brickman Consulting. “I tell
people to lay their watch on a stack of wood flooring
and tell me what the moisture content is. Of course
it’s not related. You need to use a moisture meter
and you want to keep the wood floor away from 
the building until the site is dry.”

Brickman offers this formula for success with
wood floors:

�   Use a moisture meter to make sure the flooring 
is at the proper moisture content (6 percent or
below in the dry West, 6 percent to 8 percent in
the temperate Midwest and Northeast, or 9 
percent to 11 percent in the very humid South).

�   Also use your moisture meter on the subfloor: 
It should be no higher than 8 percent in the dry
region, 11 percent in the temperate region, and up
to 13 percent in the humid region. If the subfloor 
is too wet, don’t install the flooring.”

At Goodwin, we have found that a true vapor retarder,
such as Aquabar “B” by Fortifiber, works best. It slows
down any intrusion of moisture from below and gives
the subfloor a chance to dry downward rather than up.
In our experience, the more commonly used #15
asphalt felt paper does not do much to keep moisture
away from the floor. Ask for our Manufacturer’s
Guidelines for more acclimation tips. For the full article
referenced here, please see the October 2006 issue of
BUILDER Magazine, or visit their site online at
www.builderonline.com

As we enjoy 

the changing 

of seasons, it is 

easy to forget that

foliage isn’t the

only feature the

weather has an

effect on. The

change in climate

can also create

shrink and swell 

problems in wood

floors. Proper

acclimation is

essential to having

the wood floor 

of your dreams.

Good News
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CRACK SEASON
IS APPROACHING

T H E  R I C H E S T,  M O S T  B E A U T I F U L  F L O O R I N G  I N  T H E  W O R L D …

River-Recovered  Specialists

COME VISIT  US IN PALM COAST,  EXIT 289 OFF I -95!  

We are more than glad to help with any samples you might need if you
do not find what you are looking for on our website. Best wishes for the
wood floor of your dreams.

CALL FOR ANY ASSISTANCE | 1-800-336-3118 | 1-352-466-0339 | www.heartpine.com

Top 10 Reasons
TO CHOOSE A WOOD FLOOR

Diverse selection of colors and 
grain patterns

Best choice for the environment

Entirely new look with stains, 
faux finishes and inlays

Better for your joints

Add to the resale value of your home

Good forestry management

Easy to maintain

Will not trap dust or allergens

Finishes can be easily repaired 
or reapplied

Greatest renewable resource
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